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PSALM cxxvi. 3. 


The Lord has done great Things for us, whereof 
we are glad. 


| HERE is no Duty to which we are more 
ſtrongly obliged than Gratitude; It is no 


very ſublime and heroic Virtue, but rather 
a Debt of common Juſtice, Ingratitude has been 


always, and juſtly, held the ſure Mark of a Mind 


ſunk to the Joweft Depth of Meanneſs and Depra- 
vation, and of a Temper throughly abandon'd, Ir 


is ſo black and odious a Vice, that the Ungrateful 


themſelves are aſhamed to be charged with it, even 
to the meaneſt of their earthly Benefactors. If we 
are guilty of it to a Perſon of a higher and more 
diſtinguiſhed Rank, and eſpecially to a Prince or 


Governor who promotes the Peace, Security, and 


Happineſs of his Subjects, by his wiſe and good 
Adminiſtration, and 8 in that elevated Sphere in 
which he is placed, as the Guardian Angel and the 
Father of his Country ; in that Caſe the Guilt of 
Ingratitude is ſtill further heightened and increaſed, 
as the Bleſſings are more important and extenſive, 
The Crime muſt then be of a ſtill more deep 
and aggravated Dye, when we are guilty of it to- 
wards the great Governor of the World. As we 
believe that God ruleth in the Armies of Earth and 
Heaven; that all earthly Benefactors are but proper- 
ly ſpeaking the Inſtruments of his Providence, and 
the Channels through which his Bounty flows; it 


would be a Piece of unpardonable Impiety, ſhould 
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we neglect to pay our moſt ſolemn and publick Ac- 
knowledgments for the late remarkable Appearance 


of his Providence, and thoſe great Things he has 


done for us, on account of which not only We are 
glad, but Ages yet unborn may have Reafon to re- 
Joice, Iam wc}l perſwaded there are none in this 
Aſſembly, who are not in ſome meafare ſenſibie of 
the Goodneſs of God, in the Extinction of the late 
urnatural Rebellion, and the happy Period brought 
to our domettick Troubles and Confuſions. Hap- 
Py would it be for us, could theſe Reſentments of 
Gratitude be rivetted on our Souls. 
In order to this, give me leave, in the Firſt 
generai Head of this Diſcourſe, to mention ſome 
Conſidera ions that may. illuſtrate the great Things 
which God ha done for us: Ard under the Second, 
to ſhew, as an Improvement of this Subject, in 
what manner we are o expreſs our Joy and Thank- 
fulneſs, on account of. this great and diſtinguiſhed 
Goodnels towards us. | 


FIRST, I am to mention ſome Conſiderations 
tending to illuſtrate the great Things which God 
has done for us. And, 8 

I/, The great and diſtinguiſhed Goodneſs to us ap- 
pears, from the Grcatneſs of thoſe Calamities which 
are averted by the late gracious Interpofition of his 
Providence, Had the Deſigns of our Enemies 
ſucceeded, and the intended Revolution taken place, 
the Loſs of all that was dear to us as Engi:ſbmen, as 


Chriſtians, and as Proteſtants, muſt have been the 


infallible Conſequence of that Succeſs : All would 
have lain at the Mercy of the Conqueror: The Con- 
tinuation of our Liberties, both Religious and Civil, 
muſt have depended on the mere Favour of the 
Uſurper. Before that Uſurpation could have taken 
place, Multitudes of the beſt and worthieſt of our 
Countrymen muſt have fallen a Sacrifice. in * De- 
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fence of their Country and of their law ful Prince: 
the Sword of the Ulurper muſt have made 
many childleſs.” Flris could not but have increaſed 
the popular Averſion and Reſentment which were 
before greatly heightened and inflamed. Such a 
Prince could therrfore never hope to reign over 
a willing People; he could not, he durſt not truſt 
the Affections of his Subjects; but that Throne to 
which he had climbed, as it were upon Mountains 
of the Slain, muſt have been cemented with con- 
tinval Bloodſhed, and ſecured by contmual Acts 


of Cruelty and Oppreſſion. The glorious Revolu- 


tion ſo juſtly celebrated in the Annals of the Bri- 
tiſh Hiſtory, muſt have been deemed the Work 
of Faction and Cabal, before the abjured Invader 
could have given the leaſt Colour to his Uſurpation. 
The Laws made for moderating the Preragative 
of the Prince, and ſettling the juſt Rights and 
Claims of the Subject, muſt have been repealed'; the 
Baſis of the publick Liberties would have been 
overturned, the Flood-Gates of Tyranny would 
have been opened, and its ſwelling Waves have 
ſwe pt all before them im one general and irreſiſtible 
Inundation. New Lives muſt have been from Time 
to Time taken off, one or another powerful Sub- 
jet every Day proſcribed, to ſecure the tottering 
Crown, and reward the Services of thoſe deſperate: 
Wretches who had been the Aſſiſtants of his Am- 
bition. | | 2 
And that he might engage the Power of Fo- 
reigners for his Support, and ſtrengthen himſelf 
with their Favour, the national Intereſt muſt have 
been given up as the Purchaſe, our Commerce left 
naked and dcefenceleſs; our Fortreſſes abandoned, 
the moſt arbitrary Incroachments of Gallic: Power 
connived at, our Fleets ſhut ap in inglorious In- 
dolence in our own Harbours, or more ſhamefully 
imployed to give Weight to the * to 
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favour the Views, and promote the Power and 
Grandeur -of our greateſt Enemies; and all the 
Freaſure, and all the Strength of this once happy 
Nation, under the Direction of Highland Ruffians, 
and Iriſh Renegadoes, have been turned againſt 
itſelf, and converted into an Inſtrument of its own 
Deſtruction. Such a Prince the abjured Pretender 
muſt have been ; and ſuch-a Prince could have no- 
thing to hope from the Affections of his Proteſtant 
Subjects, and would be led, we may be ſure, both 
from Intereſt and Fear, to diſtinguiſh every Day 
by ſome new Act of Oppreſſion, ſome new Ulur- 
pation of our Rights, till by Degrees the publick 
Liberties were ſwallowed up, the Britiſh Spirit en- 
tirely broken, and he had no longer any Thing to 
fear from the impotent Rage of his moſt diſat- 
fected People. In the midſt of all this Confuſion 
our publick Bodies, the auguft Senate of the Nation, 
might (it is poſſible) have aſſembled, the Form of 
our Common- Wealth might have been continued ; 
but this would only have been with a View to gild 
our Fetters, to reconcile the childiſh Multicude 
to Slavery, and quiet their infant Underſtandings 
with the Shadow of Liberty, when the Subſtance was 
for ever gone. Our Parliaments would only now 
be ſitting to regiſter the Ediłis of a Tyrant ; nay our 
very Prince would be no better than a purpled Slave, 
and the Vice-Roy of a foreign Power, And yet, 
even theſe Calamities, great as they are, would be 
nothing in Compariſon of the Loſs of our religious 
Liberties, and the Invaſions of the Rights of Con- 

ſcience. The Deſign, I readily allow, could not have 
been ſoon accompliſhed ; it is likely indeed, it would 

not have been ſoon attempted; and on that Account 

more ſurely, though leſs ſuddenly effected. How- 

ever, we have all the Reaſon in the World to 

think that the Uſurper, educated in the very Boſom 
of Cruelty and Superſtition, would never have 

3 wanted 
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wanted a Diſpeſition to attempt it; and God only 
knows how far, for the Puniſhment of our Sins, he 
might have been ſuffered to ſucceed; God only 
knows how far the Sagacity of the molt ſubtle 
Counſellors, ſtill farther improved by former Diſ- 
appointments, the Influence of Court Favour upon 
venal Souls, the great Corruption of the People 
and Indifference to all Religion, the Artifices of 
Popiſh Emiſſaries, and a military Force (the laſt 
Reaſon of Tyrants) might have helped forward the 
Succels. | | 

So that our civil Liberties and our holy Reli- 
gion, i. e. all that is dear or valuable to us as Men, 
Or as Chriſtians, all that can ſweeten this Life, or 
fit us for the Happineſs of the next, were all at 
ſtake, and all expoſed to imminent and utter Ruin 
by the late Attempts of the ambitious and unjuſt 
Uſurper. But this naturally leads me to obſerve, 
that the great and diſtinguiſhed Goodneſs of God 
towards us, appears from conſidering, 

2dly, The Enemies from whom we are delivered, 
and the Circumſtances of Danger to which we were 
reduced. When we conſider the happy Event of 
the late Battle, under the Conduct of his Royal 
Highneſs the Du kR of CUuMBERL Ap, ſome of 
us perhaps may be apt to laugh at our former Fears. 
We cannot help looking upon them as a weak 
and contemptible Enemy, over whom we gained 
ſo eaſy and ſo cheap a Victory; and on that Ac- 
count we may not have ſo warm a Senſe as we 
ought of the Goodneſs of God, and the remarkable 
Interpoſition of his Providence in our late Succeſs. 
But this is a very unjuſt Way of Thinking; for 
though it ſhould be allowed, we may have magnified 
Things a little by our Fears, yet I doubt not, but 
now we are ſedate and cool, when we come to re- 
place Things in that juſt Point of View in which 

they ought to be conſidered, we ſhall acknowledge, 
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that the Enemy was very formidable, and the Danger 
threatning; I believe, fo great, that the molt know- 
ing and the braveſt of the Kingdom could not 
help being greatly and juſtly apprehenſive of it 
and however any might a little n Things to 
keep up the Spirits of their Friends, yet none, I 
believe, repreſented the Danger as ſmall, but thoſe 
who - wiſhed it might be greater, who wiſhed we 
might be ftill lulled on in that Lethargy which at 
firſt had ſeized us, and fo be a more eaſy Prey to 
our Enemies when thus defenceleſs and ſecure. 
But in reality, there was a great deal to fear from 
an Enemy, ſo powerful and ambitious, ſo impla- 
cable and politick, as we had them to cope with. 
- When we conſider the Hardineſs of their Men, ho- 
much better able they were than our own Soldiers 
to endure Fatigue, live poorly, and conflict with 
Hunger and Cold; that the Kingdom was in a 
Manner emptied of all its veteran Troope, even 
for ſome Time after they had ſtrengthned their 
Party; we cannot but regard them as a very 
powerful and formidable Enemy; and had they im- 
mediately after they had raifed the Spirits of their 
on Party by their firſt Succeſs, and weakned and- 
diſpirited ours, improved their Victory, and puſh- 
ed on their firſt Advantage with that Rapidity 
they eafily might, at a Time when ſuch a general 
Panic had ſeized all Ranks of Men, and the Na- 
tion was in a manner naked and defenceleſs, none 
can tell the Succeſs they might have met with; 
or ſhall I not rather ſay, one may eaſily tell the 
Succeſs they would have met with; one cannot help 
imagining in the natural Courſe of Things, that 
their Enterprize could not have been diſappointed, 
Another Circumſtance which greatly encreaſed our 
Fears, was the Spirit and Principles by which they 
were acted, or I may more properly ſay (with reſpect 
to ſome of them) the entire Want of * 
| wit 


(9 ) 
with which they proceeded in this Affair. I ſay 
not theſe Things to trample upon an Enemy al- 
ready laid at our Feet, or to enflame the Reſent- 
ments of any againſt them; may they meet with 
as much Mercy from our Governors as can poſſibly 
conſiſt with the publick Security; (more would be 
Cruelty) and the Lord have Mercy upon their 
Souls. But in order to raiſe our grateful Senſe of 
the Divine Goodneſs, give me Leave to repeat it, 
that another Circumſtance which greatly increaſed 
our Fears, was the Spirit and Principles by which 
they were acted. And here it is plain, that ſome 
of them were of a Spirit which no Favours could 
ſubdue, nor the moſt ſolemn and ſacred Oaths 
could bind; Men, who in joining a Party of Re- 
bels againſt their Prince, acted contrary to all the 
Ties of Honour and perſonal Obligation, and ſet 
the moſt ſacred Bonds of Religion at Defiance; 
Men, who therefore could not he ſuppoſed, even 
in a Judgment of the largeſt Charity, to have any, 
even miſtaken Principles of Conſcience, to colour 
over this Complication of Ingratitude and Impiety 3 _ 
and had they ſucceeded, there is nothing we might 
not have apprehended from that reſtleſs and in- 
ſatiable Ambition to which they appeared wholly 
to be devoted, Others of them, were a Set of 
Outlzws and Exiles, who not contented with the 
private Enjoyment of their own fantaſtick Opinions 
relating to Government and the Rights of Succeſ- 
ſion, were determined to ſupport thoſe imaginary 
Rights, though a whole Nation was turned into a 
Scene of Deſolation and a Field of Carnage. 
The Ravages and Depredations theſe Men com- 
mitted, and above all, the crue} Order given before 
the late Battle, to give no Quarter, ſufficiently 
ſhews what we might have expected from their 
«Malice and Cruelty, or (which is all one to us) 
from their Cowardice and Fear, and gives us Rea- 
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ſon to believe that the Blood they would have ſhed 
on that Day, was but as a few Drops in Compa- 
riſon of the Showers they intended {ſhould ſuc- 
ceed. But Thanks be to God, thoſe Wretches, who 
unprovoked, and ſome of them in Defiance of the 
molt ſacred Ties, broke their Covenant, and put forth 
"their Hand againſt ſuch as were at Peace with them, 
found that their Day was come, when they expected 
it had been ours, and that, as the Pſalmiſt elſewhere 
expreſſes it, Pſ. Ixxvi. 5. Theſe ſtout-hearted are ſpoiled, 
and none of the Men of Might have found their 
Hands to execute their miſchievous Devices, Others 
of our Enemies were Papiſts ; Papiſts caft in the 
Foreign Mouid, and early taught to renounce Hu- 
manity as a Weakneſs in the Seminaries of Loyola, 
or by their Preceptors in the V tian; Papiſts ani- 
mated with a falſe and ſuperſtitious Zeal to our De- 
ſtruction. And doubtleſs Proteſtants, much more 
Proteſtant Diſſenters, would have found them the true 
Race of thoſe who have been ſo often drunk with 
the Blood of Saints and Martyrs : They would at 
- laſt, doubtleſs, have ſeen thoſe Times revived 
which our bleſſed Saviour predicted, when they 
that killed them, ſhould think they did God Ser- 
vice, however, for a Time, they might have wore 
a Maſk of Diſſimulation and Artifice, and concealed 
their real Intentions. In aid of theſe, new auxi- 
liary Legions of furious Ecclefafticks broke looſe 
from their Cells, ſtimulated at once with Zeal, and 
Rage, and Avarice, and Ambition, would - have 
been ready to help forward the Work of our De- 
ſtruction, in their pious Language, the Work of 
our Converſion, our Reconciliation into the Boſom 
of the holy Mother Church. 
The Power, the Ambition, the Cruelty, and! add, 
the Subtlety of our Enemies, ought to increaſe our 
Senſe of the Goodneſs of God in our Deliverance from 
Them, It is evident, that the Policy of the moſt ſubtle 
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Courts in Europe was all united to ſecond and aſſiſt 
this Deſign z and though it appears from the very fir ſt 
Attempt of the Court of France in 1744, (then ſo 
remarkably baffled by the immediate Hand of Hea- 
ven) and from the prior Declaration of the pre- 
tended Prince, that the Deſign muſt have been 
long in Agitation; yet it is notorious, that it was 
conducted with ſo much Secreſy, that not the leaſt, 
however, no ſufficient Intelligence tranſpired of 
any Accomplices in it, or any Party formed in this 
Kingdom in its Favour. And during the Courſe 
of our late Rebellion, for a long Time, every Thing 
was managed ſo dexterouſly, Places ſurprized with 
ſo much Suddenneſs and Secrecy, and the ſuperior 
Force of almoſt ſurrounding Armies ſo ſucceſsfully 
eluded, that even when we conſider Things calmly 
and ſedately, without being ruffled with Fear, we 
cannot but look upon our Danger as exceeding 
great from ſuch a powerful, ambitious, implacable 
and ſagacious Enemy. That an Enemy ſo ſagacious 
ſhould "negle&t to improve the Advantage they at 
firſt 'obtained, though one would think common 
Senſe ſhould ſo naturally have diftated ſuch a Step, 
can be aſcribed to nothing but the ſecret Influence 
of him who has the Spirits of all Men in his Hand, 
in infatuating or dividing their Counſels : To the 
ſpecial Providence of God it muſt be aſcri 
When they made a Pit, and digged it, th 
fallen into the Ditch which they made, * that 
Counſels are turned into Fooliſhneſs, and that 
theſe artful Men have been ſo remarkably in- 
ſnared in their own Devices, as will more fully 
appear, when I come to obſerve in the Pro- 
cels of this Diſcourſe, the Circumſtances which at- 
tended this Deliverance, and that Concurrence of 


Cauſes by which it was effected. But I now ea er ha 
to obſerve, - 
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zaly, That another Circumftance which illuſtrates 
the diſtinguiſhed Goodneſs of God towards us, is a 
Conſideration of the important Conſequences which 
have, or which we may hope will ſpring even from 
the Rebellion itſelf, After what I have faid of the 
Deſigns of our Enemies, it may ſeem ſtrange that 
this ſhould be repreſented as an Inſtance of the Good- 
neſs of God towards us; and yet, by an uſual Effect 
of that divine Providence which brings Happineſs 
out of ſeeming Miſery, and Order out of the great- 
eſt Confuſion, I believe ir .will appear, on a more 
attentive Reflection, that it was one of the greateſt 
Mercies that could have befallen this Nation, to be 
left, as it was, for ſo long a Time, expoſed to the 
Ravages and Inſults even of thoſe dangerous Ene- 
mies I have deſcribed. The long Continuance of 
our domeſtick Troubles (inthe fretful Impatience of 
our Spirits we were ready to think it Jong) gave ma- 
ny a great deal of Arxiety and Solltcitude about the 
Event; and we doubtleſs could have wiſhed the 
Deiigns of our Enemies bad been blaſted in the Bud, 
and check'd at their firſt breaking forth. But it is 
well tor us that God governs the World, and re- 
ſerves, as the ſacred Writer expreſſes it, the Times 
and the Seaſons in his own Power ; that he makes his 
own Wiſdom, and not our Humour and Caprice, 
the Meaſure of his Adminiſtrations, 
Had the Attempt been immediately quaſhed on 
its firſt Appearance, we ſhould never have been ſen- 
fbleof the Extent and Greatneſs, nor even of the 
Reality of the Danger, but ſhould have treated it, as 
we had been long ufed to do, as a mere Chimera, 
ſpringing from the Imaginations of an affrighted 
Populace, or a Rumour ſet on foot and induſtri- 
ouſly fomenied by the Aruafice of the Court. We 
ſhould have been juſt in the ſame Caſe as at the Time 
of the firſt intended Invaſion in 17443 we _ 

r ave 


(13) 


have diſcovered very few, if any, of the Heads ö 


or Accomplices in the Deſign. It would not then 
have been in our Power, as it is now, to unravel 
the Plot, to detect and bring to condign Puniſh» 
ment the Authors of it. And ſo ſpeedy a Sup- 
preſſion of it, would have left room for ſome 
new Attempt, on ſome favourable Occafion, which 
might have proved, to our Coſt, more unhappily 
ſucceſsful ; but the Continuance of it has effectually 
convinced us of the Reality and Greatneſs of our 
Danger. The Deſign formed for the Subverſion of 
our happy Conſtitution, and the Meaſures which 
have been purſued for the Execution of it, have 
ſhewn our Governors on what Side we are weakeſt 
and moſt expoſed to an Attack, and by what Me- 
thods to guard againſt any future Danger, and even 
diſcourage any new Attempt. It has already en- 
gaged them to take ſuch Meaſures for quelling et- 
fectually the Inſolence of theſe rapacious Mountain- 
eers, as have never yet been purſued. Our Royal Ge- 
neral, not content with defeating their Armies in 


the late glorious and deciſive Day, has catried the 


Terrors of War into their moſt obſcure Retreats, 
and ſhewn them, that no Mountains can defend, 
nor Rocks ſhelter them from the juſt Reſentment of 
an injured Nation, which has been ſo often the Scene 
of their Ravages and Depredations, Such Meaſures 
as theſe were never till now purſued, and they might 
have been ſtil] neglected, had not the Greatneſs of 
the Danger, the repeated Irruptions of the Rebel 
Army, and their inflexible Obſtinacy, ſhewn the 
Neceſſity of ſuch a Conduct. 

The Continuance of our late Troubles has, he- 
ſides, already put our wiſe and good Adminiſtration 
upon enacting proper Laws, and concerting ſuch 
.new Regulations as may prevent the Return of theſe 
-Barbarians, Our Reverend Brethren, and Fathers 
in the Miniſtry, who have been fo nn. 
E. g O 
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(14) 
of the Horrors of War, which theſe poor ignorant 


Creatures have occaſioned, partly from an implicit 
Attachment to their Chiefs, and partly from Igno- 
rance and a blind Zeal for a falſe Religion, will, 
we need not doubt, take Occaſion with greater Di- 
ligence to inſtruct them in the Knowledge of the 
true, if not from Motives of Piety, at leaſt of Policy 
and Prudence; and © theſe dark Corners of the 
World, which have been ſo long the Seat of Super- 
ſtition and Cruelty, will bè enlightned by the Goſ- 
pel z Chriſt will be preached, and that ſhould give 
us Joy, on whatever Motives, from whatever Prin- 


ciples it is done. And (for I can't forbear expati- 


ating yet longer on the pleaſing Theme) by their 
Miniſtry, who knows but God may, even out of 
theſe Stones, raiſe up Children to Abraham ? Who 
knows but Thouſands and ten Thouſands of rude 
Savages may be tam'd and broken into Men, and 
brought to reliſh the Pleaſures of regular and culti- 
vated Life; ſo that we may one Day, perhaps, not 
bluſh to own them for our Countrymen and o 

Brethren? Who knows but that the Wiſdom and 
Authority of their lawful King, and the Commands 


5 


of a ſtill greater Prince, may engage them to live by 
an honeſt and Jaborious Induſtry, zo ſtudy io be quiet 


and eat their own Bread, that ſhortly, to uſe the 
Words of the Prophet Micab, iv. 3. they may beat 
their Swords inta Plow-fhares, and their Spears into 


- Pruning-hooks, and that, with the Light of the Goſ- 


pel, its mild and pacific Genius may be more univer- 


ſally diffuſed and propagated amongſt them. This 


is one Part of that Good which has already, or will, 
we hope, hereafter ſpring from this ſeeming Evil 
one happy Effect, even of the Continuance of our 
domeſtic Troubles and Confuſions. In ſhort, the 


late Danger with which we have been threatened, 
has effectually rouz*'d the Spirit of the Britt Na- 


tion, united all Parties amongſt us wha are really 


Friends 


( 15 


Friends to the Proteſtant Religion, and our preſent 


happy Conſtitution, in all vigorous Meaſures for 
their Preſervation and Defence. Your own Thoughts 
will prevent me in obſerving, | | 
4ihly, That the diſtinguiſhed Goodneſs of God 
towards us, appears in the happy Period which he 
has put to the late unnatural Rebellion. The late 
Danger to which we have been expoſed, has, we 
may reaſonably hope, impreſs'd upon our Minds a 
ſtrong Senſe of the Neceſſity of Union amongſt our- 
ſelves, and of Loyalty to our King. And it may 
juſtly be expected, that the Deliverance which the 
Providence of God has wrought out for us, ſhould 
inſpire us with theſe dutiful Regards to our Sove- 
reign, not only from Reaſons of Intereſt but Gra- 
titude. Common Senſe will tell us, that Gover- 
nors and Subjects ought to be a mutual Support to 
one another; that the Order, the Happineſs, the 
very Being of Societies depends upon it. Our Prince 
from the Throne has declared, that his Intereſt and 
ours are inſeparable and the ſame, and it would be 


the Heighth of Ingratitude to doubt it, after the 


ſtrong Proofs which our late Troubles have fo 
amply furniſhed, * in hazarding and expoling a be- 
loved Son to ſo many Dangers, and to Death in fo 
many: Shapes as it appeared in, during a Winter 
*Campaign, not only amongſt ſo many open Ene- 
mies, but treacherous Friends. He has ſhewn, that 


he knows how to make even the fondeſt Inſtinct of 


1 Tenderneſs give Way to his Regard for the 


Publick Good, and has approved himſelf the true Fa- 


ther of his Country. So that the Extinction of the late 
Rebellion, after fo long Continuance, has ſhewn us the 
Neceſſity of the ſtricteſt Union betwixt the Prince 
and People; and the happy Inſtrument by whom 
our Deliverance has been effected, tends, methinks, 
ſtill more cloſely to cement that Union, and eſtabliſh 


* See the Diſſenters very handſome Adref.. ; 
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it ſtill more firmly on the united Baſis both of mu- 
tual Intereſt and mutual Affection; and leads to ſuch 
2 Spirit of univerſal Harmony amongſt all Ranks of 
Men, as is, under God, the moſt agreeable Pledge 
of our continued Security and Preſervation. | 

But the Suppreſſion of our late domeſtick Confu- 
ſions will, we may reaſonably hope, be ſtill more ex- 
tenſive in its beneficial ODS and Effects, as 
will enable us to take proper Steps to ſuppreſs the 
Deſigns of our foreign as well as domeſtick Enemies, 
to keep upa proper Force both at home and abroad, 
and as it will reconcile all good Men to the Expen- 
ces neceſſary for the Support of Government. French 
Policy is again diſappointed, our Armies ſent to 
pole the common Enemy, only a few Months later; $ 
we know not but the important Event may give 
Stability to the fluctuating Counſels of our ancient 
and natural Allies (the Dutch) and engage them to 


act with greater Spirit and Vigour in the common 


Cauſe ; whereas, if theſe Troubles had been till 
continued, who can tell what a timorous intereſted 
Party amongſt them in that Caſe might have done? 


Whether they might not have thrown themſelves in- 


to the Arms of France ; and whether, under ſuch a 


Direction, their naval Power, added to that of our 
greateſt Enemy, might not have been turned againſt 
us, and employed for our Deſtruction ? or at leaft, 
if our domeſtic Troubles and. Confuſions had not 
been quaſhed at this critical Conjun&ture, who 
knows what Succeſs the Enemy might have had, in 
the mean time, in executing his ambitious Views; 


how much further he might have extended his Con- 


queſts, and puſhed his Incroachments upon the Do- 


minions of his Neighbours? And in that Caſe, 
tho? we had eſcaped the Deſigns of a Popiſh and 
abjur'd Pretender, we might have been brought un- 


der the Dominion of a Tyrant equally inſupportable, 


and our only Comfort might have been like the 
Hero 


| (17) 
Hero in the Poet to be the laſt devour'd. Under 
this Head we are naturally led to take Notice of one 
Thing (as indeed we might, would the Time per- 
mit, of many Things) very remarkable in the Deli- 
verance we this Day commemorate, viz. that it was 
effected (or at leaſt the Power of our Enemies cruſh'd 
in the late deciſive Battle) without the Aſſiſtance of 
our Allies, and with ſo ſmall a Part of our own 
Forces, ſo much inferior in Number to thoſe which 
the Enemy brought into the Field againſt us, and 
after ſo ſhort, tho? obſtinate and deſperate a Reſiſt- 
ance z a Circumftance which we may hope will ef- 
fectually diſcourage any new Attempt of our Ene- 
mies, raile the Spirits of our Friends, and prevent, 
for the future, thoſe vain Panicks which had like ta 
have proved the Ruin of our Country, and ended in 
the Subverſion of our happy Conſtitution. 

When we conſider indeed, the Numbers even of 
our Enemies, which have been cut off in this deſpe- 
rate Attempt, the Numbers of incorrigible unhappy 
Men, whom Mercy itſelf could net ſpare, tho' it trem- 
bled to ſtrike the Blow, a Man of a humane and ten- 
der Spirit, much more one who 1s endowed with 
Chriſtian Charity and Compaſſion, cannot but drop a 
pitying Tear. But to think on the Numbers of our 
brave Countrymen, who have loft their Lives in our 
Defence, mult give us a ſtil] more exquiſite Diſtreſs. 
It is however ſome Alleviation to think (as we are 
naturally led to think, from the Courſe of theſe Re- 
flections) that the Blood of theſe brave Men who 
have died as Martyrs in the Cauſe of Religion and 
Liberty, may be rhe Means of giving them a great- 
er Security, and an additional Support, in like man- 
ner as the Blood of the ancient Martyrs was the 
Seed of the Church; and that the late Commo- 
tions with which our Commonwealth was ſhaken, 


may prove the means of its more firm Eſtabl.ſh- 
: % | oy ment, 
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opened in all Places for the ſpeedy levy ing of Men 
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ment, like thoſe friendly Tempeſts, which, inſtead 


of tearing up the Plant, enable it to ſtrike Its Root 


fil deeper in the Ground. 


That God has done theſe great Things « us, 
that this bleſſed and adorable Being is to be regarded 


by us as the Author of all theſe ineſtimable Advan- 


tages, appears with abundant Evide ce, 

Lash, From conſidering that Concurrence of 
Caules by which our Deliverance was effected. It 
was, as we had once before occaſion to obſerve, 
ſomething remarkable that the Men who were en- 
gaged in this treaſonable Deſign to ſubvert our le- 


gal Conſtitution, did not puſh their firſt Advan- 
rage. But that was not all. There ſeems to have 


been a Train of Providences, a Series of Things all 
conſpiring to the ſame grand Event, The firſt was 
the Arrival of the Dulch Troops, which, whether 
they could act or no, might at leaft contribute to 
over-awe {ome of the Malecontents who were not ac- 


quainted with the Inſtructions given to their Com- 


manders, till the Arrival of a more effectual Relief. 


'The next was the ſpeedy Arrival of our own Troops 
from Flanders, who, tho* they were embarked at 


one of the moſt unſettled Seaſons of the Year, had 


as quick and favourable a Paſſage as they could have 


had in any of the Summer Months; ſo that we 
could not then forbear remarking, (and I hope we 
ſhall not ſoon forget it) the particular Hand of that 
Being who rules over the raging Ocean, and brings 
the Winds out of his Treaſuries, in this great and im- 

ortant Event. We muſt likewiſe recollect with 

leafure, the general Unanimity there was amongſt 


all Sorts oi Men: The Spirit of the Britifh Nation 


rouzed all at once, to oppoſe the Attempts of the In- 
vader, and our whole People united as one Man, 
and animated, as it were with one Soul, on this 
critical and 1mportant Occaſion, Subſcriptions were 


ro 


(19) 
to be incorporated with our Standing Troops, and 
tor the Encouragement of the Soldiery ; the Mer- 
chants poured round the publick Treaſury, and una- 
nimouſly concurred to ſupport the publick Credit, 
at the Hazard of their own Eſtates and Fortunes ; 
and to the immortal Honour of one opulent City, 
it ought never to be forgotten, that its Merchants 
alone, did with the Spirit of Princes, raiſe by their 
voluntary Contributions, and the Loan made to the 
Government, enough to ſupport for ſome time an 
Army for our Defence. 8 7 

Our Sailors covered the Ocean with our Fleets; 
they dared all the Dangers of the Sea; they left 
icarce one Creek or Harbour on the French Coaft 
unviſited; ſo that they had ſuch early Intelligence 
of every Motion of the Enemy, and were ſo conti- 
nvally prepared to oppole almoſt every Attempt, 
that the greateſt Part of their boaſted Embarkations 
either fell into our Hands, or were affrighted back 
into their Harbours ; and the miſerable Remains of 
thoſe 1riſþ Renegadoes who ſtole into the Northern 
Ports, by the News of the Riſk they had run, and 
the Vigilance of our Admirals, rather ſcrved to 
damp the Spirits of thoſe whom they came to join, 
than contribute any Thing to their effectual Suc- 
cour z mean time, whilft they waited their Ar- 
rival, they loſt the only favourable Opportunity for 
Action, and linger'd on to their own Deſtruction. 
The Friends of our happy Conſtitution had time to 
recollect their Spirits after their firſt Surprize, Our 
illuſtrious WILLIAM (a Name auſpicious to Britiſh 
Liberty) with an Army led by his Conduct, and a- 
nimated by his Courage, was, under God, the hap- 

Inſtrument of our Safety: He drove the diſpi- 
rited Fugitives back to their native Mountains, and 
in one ever glorious and memorable Day finiſhed 
their Defear. 


When we take a Survey of theſe various Circum- 
2 ſtances 


/ 
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ſtances which contributed to our Succeſs, we cannot, 
I fay, but diſcern the Finger of God, and fee an af- 
fecting Train of Providences conſpiring to this happy 
Iſſue, and leading to this grand Event: If almoſt 
any one of them had been wanting, we might have 
failed of the defired Succeſs, Had the hardy and 
deſperate Adventurers engaged in the Cauſe of their 
pretended Prince, marched with haſty Steps into this 
trembling Country, or had a publick Spirit been 
generally wanting amongſt our Countrymen; had 
ablick Credit been ſunk, and our Armies unpaid 3 
or had our Admirals betrayed their Truft, and Ar- 
mies of foreign Forces poured in upon us; or had 
the Panick continued amongſt our Soldiers, or a 
Spirit of Diſaffection been generally diffuſed; or had 
they been led on by à leis prudent, leis courageous, 
or leſs favourite Commander; we might have now 
been mourning over the Ruin of our publick Liber- 
ty and Happineſs, inſtead of being employed in 
commemorating, as we are, the ſignal Diſplay of 
divine Providence in their Preſervation. 

Well may we ſay on this particular Review of 
the gracious Conduct of Divine Providence towards 
us in ſuch a variety of Reſpects, The Lord has 
done great Things for us, whereof we are glad; 
or in the Ik pi of the Pſalmiſt on another Oc- 
caſion F.. xcii. 4. Thou, Lord, haſt made me glad 
through thy 2 I will triumph in the Works of 
thine Hands, How natural is it for us, whilſt our 
Minds are affected with this Survey, to break out 
into this devout Exclamation, Vas yall we render 
unto the Lord for all his Benefits, But this naturally 
Teads me to the 

Second General: Under which! propoled to ſhew, 
as an Improvement of this Diſcourſe, in what man- 
ner we are to expreſs our Joy and Thankfulneſs 


on account of theſe great Things God has done 
for us, 


(21) 

It. Let us join in the common Joy on this hap- 
py Occaſion, with Moderation and Temperance, 
On an Occafion ſuch as this, Joy is natural, it is 
inſeparable from Gratitude, it is the Foundation of it. 
Joy is natural in thoſe who are ſtruck with a Senſe 
of their Deliverance from ſo imminent a Danger. 
But let not this Joy be a meer frothy Levity of 
Mind, a Riot of ſenſual Delight, but a calm ſedate 
religious Joy; and let not our Lent be as it were 
ſucceeded by a Carnival. From the great Things 
which God has done for us, we are naturally led 
to expreſs our Joy, | 

24%. By recommending all ſuch as we are con- 
cerned to bear upon our Spirits at ſuch a Time as 
this, to the continued Patronage of Divine Pro- 
vidence, with a pleaſing Confidence, Senſible from 
the ſhort Interruption which has been given to our 
publick Tranquility, of the Miſeries of War, and 
what it is to be given up to the Sons of Violence and 
Rapine, and left in the Power of thoſe wicked 
Men, whoſe tender Mercies are Cruelty z let us 
learn more intimately to feel the Diſtreſſes of our 
Fellow-Creatures, and ſpread before God's Mercy- 
Seat, the Miſeries under which ſo many Nations in 
Europe groan ; let us learn from the affecting Sur- 
vey to be more deeply ſenſible of the diſcriminating 
Goodneſs of God to us, more heartily to ſympa- 
thize with thoſe Countries which are continually the 
Seat of Cruelty and Oppreſſion, and with ſo much the 
more Earneſtneſs to recommend them to the com- 
paſſionate Regards of the Father of Mercies, to ſoften 
their Miſeries, to ſupport them under them, and in 
his good Time, to give them an happy Deliverance 
from them. To this End let us pray, that God 
would preſerve the ſacred Life of his Majeſty King 
GEORGE, and make him an honourable Inſtrument of 
promoting ſuch gracious Purpoſes of his Providence; 


that after a long and happy Reign he may be 
| ſucceeded 


(823 
ſucceeded by his Royal Highneſs the Prince of 


Wales, to whom, in the next Place, we owe the 
moſt affectionate Wiſhes, and the moſt reſpe&ful 
Duty ; that this illuſtrious Perſonage may be able 
to diffuſe, by his Influence and Authority, the 
ſame Humanity and Goodneſs of which himſelf is 
ſo ſhining an Example ; that theſe amiable Virtues 
may be ftill hereditary in his Family; and that 
we may never want in that auguſt Houſe, a Race 
of Heroes, the Friends of human Nature, the 
Lovers of their Country, and the true Defenders 
of our Faith. Next let us, as we are obliged in 
common Juſtice, recommend to the peculiar Care 
of Heaven, his Royal Highneſs the Do KE of Cu u- 
 BERLAND, whom God has been pleaſed to honour, 
as the illuſtrious Inſtrument of our Deliverance ; 
may that Providence which has protected him in 
ſo many Dangers, and amidſt ſo many thouſand 
Deaths, ſtill defend him, continue him as a glorious 
Support of the Proteſtant Succeſſion, and grant 
him long to enjoy the Marks of national and public 
Gratitude. 

With a chearful Reliance on that Divine Power 
and Goodneſs, which has ſo frequently and re- 
markably interpoſed in our Behalf, let us recom- 


mend to it all ſuch as bear the Pillars of the State, or 


have any Share in the Management of our national 
Affairs. Let us pray, that the great Governor of 
of the World would ſupply the Defects of our 
Politics and our Counſels (which are at beſt, but the 
the Counſels and Politics of limited and ſhort-ſights 
ed Men) by his infinite Wiſdom and Foreſight, 
the Defects of our Weakneſs by his almighty 
Power, and that in the Language of the Prophet, 
* No Weapon formed againſt Sion may ever proſper. 
Inſpired wich a Principle of univerſal Charity, 
and animated with the true Spirit of our Religion, 


* Tſaiab liv. 17. 


which 


( 23 ) 
which commands us to forgive and to pray for our 
very Enemies; let us pray even for that Prince who 
was the principal Author of our domeſtick Troubles 
and Confuſions. Unhappy Man, who in the Lan- 
guage of Holy Writ, + Enlargeſt thy Deſires as 
Hell, and art as Death which never can be ſatisfied, 
but gathereſt unto thee all Nations, and heapeſt unto 
thee all People, May the Father of Spirits, in whoſe 
Hands are the Hearts of Kings, turn thy Heart, 
and reſtrain and moderate thy boundleſs and in- 
ſatiable Ambition. In Time mayeſt thou be con- 
vinced, || What Shame thou conſulteſt to thine own 
Houſe, by cutting off many People, May thine Aims 
and Views be regarded by thee in the ſame Light 
in which, they appear in the Eye of God; may 
that great Being lead thee into the Knowledge of 
thyſelf, ſurrounded as thou art with Crowds of 
fawning Sycophants and cringing Courtiers z may 
thine Eyes be opened to ſee the dreadful Account 
thou haſt to give for thoſe Seas of innocent Blood 
which thy Ambition ſheds, and the Multitudes of 
Souls it has hurried into Eternity unprepared : 
And no longer may the Name of moſt Chriſtian 
King be an empty Sound amongſt thy other Titles, 
and remain as a ſtanding Reproach upon thy Go- 
vernment, and a Satyr upon thine Adminiſtration : 
or in Compaſſion to a groaning World, may the 
God of Mercy and of Peace baffle thy Counſels, 
and fruſtrate thine Attempts. 

3dly. We ſhould expreſs our Joy for the great 
Things God has done for us, by paying the moſt 
ſolemn Acknowledgments and Aſcriptions of Praile. 
Lately we were mourning, over the Evils which 
Part of our Country already began to feel, and the 
greater Calamities we feared. But now the black 
Cloud which lately hung over us, is diſperſed, and 
a brighter Proſpect is opened upon us: We were 

+ Haba ii. 5. lf Habatkut ii. 10. 
2. 


lately 
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lately deprecating the juſt Diſpleaſure of almighty 
God, and proſtrate before his Mercy Seat, hum- 
bly imploring his gracious Aid againſt our Adver- 
ſaries, that he would fruſtrate their unjuſt and ma- 
licious Deſigns. Confider mine Enemies for they are 
many, and they hate me with cruel Haired, were 
Words which all our Proteſtant Brethren might 
juſtly apply to the Enemies we have been ſo lately 
delivered from ; but might be adopted, with a pe- 
culiar Propriety, by Proteſtant Diſſenters, who have 
been all along the principal Object of their Malice, 
and the Butt of their Attempts. Whilſt then, we 
this Day behold, as it were the Reſurrection of our 
Prayers, let ns with Hearts overflowing with re- 
ligious Gratitude adopt the Words of the Pſalmiſt, 
expreſſive of our own Sentiments and Temper, 


Pf. xxxiv. 3. Oh magnify the Lord with me, and let 


us exalt his Name together ; ] ſought the Lord and he 
Heard me, and delivered me from all my Fears, This 
Day we might have been reduced to the moſt 
cruel Servitude, to a worſe than Ægyptian Bondage; 
inſtead of commemorating the Goodneſs of God in 
the Preſervation of our free and happy Conſtitution, 


we might have been forced to ſtifle our own Groans, 


to dance, as it were, on the Grave of publick Li- 
berty, to rejoice in our Slavery, and hug our Fer- 
ters, leſt our Complaints ſhould be accounted Trea- 
ſon, and our very Sighs interpreted as Rebellion, 
In one Word, this Day, inſtead of forcing the ſur- 
rounding Nations to ſay, in the Words of the 


Text, The Lord bas done great Things for them, we 


might have been 4 Reproach to our Neighbours, and 
a Scorn and Deriſion to them that are about us; a 
By-word amongſt the Fleathen, and a jhaking of the 
Head amonęſt the People.* 

As we cannot then but be deeply ſenſible of the 
important Bleſſings in the Poſſcſſion of which we 


e Al. 13; 14. 


are 
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are eſtabliſhed by the late gracious Appearance of 
Providence in our Favour ; let us expreſs our re- 


ligious Thankfulneſs, by the moſt ſolemn and pub- 


lick Acknowledgments to] the great Governor of 


the World to whom we are indebted for them, 
and let theſe Acknowledgments be unfeigned and 


ſincere z which leads me to add, 

4thly. Let us be influenced by the gteat Things 
which God hath done for us, to the moſt ſubſtan- 
tial Expreſſions of religious Gratitude, a holy, re- 
gular, and religious Deportment. In this man- 
ner let us ſhew that we remember the Vows of God 
which are upon us, Offering unto God Thankſgiving, 
and paying our Vows unto the Moſt High. Let us not 
only be religious, juſt whilſt the Scourge of God 


is hanging over gur Heads, from a Principle of 


ſlaviſn Fear, and a Dread of the Almighty's Judg- 
ments, but be acted by a more generous and li- 
beral Diſpoſition, the Love of God, and a Princi- 
ple of Gratitude for his Goodneſs; nor let it be ſaid 
of us, as it was of the ſtubborn Jews, Pſ. Ixxviii. 
34, 35. When be ſlew them, then they ſoupht him, 
they returned and enquired early after God, and they 
remembred that God was their Rock, and the High God 
their Redeemer ; nevertheleſs they did flatter him with 
their Mouth, and lied unto. him with their Tongues, 
for their Hearts were not right with God, neither 
were they ſtedfaſt in bis Covenant. If ſuch ſhould 


be our Character, if the Mercies of God have not 


this Influence to promote our Reformation, every 
Appearance of Providence in our Favour, will be a 
renewed H/i'ne/s againſt us, a renewed Aggravation 
of our Ingratitude and of our Danger ; and as we 
have already been a Spectacle to the reſt of Europe, 
of the diſtinguiſhed Goodneſs of God, we may 
reaſonably fear, that we ſhall be a Theatre of as re- 
markable and diſtinguiſhed Judgments, and that 
the great Governor of the World will aſſume his 
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Iron Rad when the Golden Sceptre fails, We may 
talk indeed, of the Grandeur, and the Power of 
the Britih Nation, the Greatneſs of our naval Force, 
the Number, Courage, and Union of our People 
at home, and our potent Alliances abroad; but 
ſhould the general Diſſolution of Manners arrive at 
a certain Heighth, when in the Language of ſacred 
Scripture, the Meaſure of our Iniquities is filled up, 
and ſhould we provoke the Almighty to go over to 
the Enemy's Side, and to. inflict his Judgments upon 
us; all theſe are like to prove but broken Reeds, 
which will be tov weak to bear the Streſs we lay 
upon them, and muſt certainly deceive our Con- 
fidence. The great Lord of univerſal Nature in- 
larges the Nations and ſtraitens them again, be fixes 
the Bounds of their Habilation: He does whatever he 
pleaſes amongſt the: Armies both of Earth and Heaven: 
And according as ke thinks fit to viſit a Nation for 
their Iniquities, to puniſh them for their publick 
Degeneracy and Corruption, or reward them for 
their publick and exemplary Virtue, all Nature ar- 
ranges itſelf on the Side of Nature's God, becomes 
either a Treaſury of Bleſſings, or a Magazine of 
Curſes, an Armory of Vengeance; and he can turn 
the meaneſt Creature into an Inſtrument of his 
Providence, for effecting the moſt extraordinary 
Purpoſes and Deſigns. 

If any one had told us, before the Beginning of 
the late Troubles, that ſuch a Handful of ragged 
and undiſciplined Barbarians could have penetrated 
into the very Center of this opulent and powerful 
Kingdom, we ſhould have turned ſuch Apprehen- 
ſions into Ridicule and Contempt; and yet this in 
Fact has happened; and if the general Licentiouſ- 
neſs of our unhappy Country ſhould ever arrive at 
ſuch a Height, as to provoke the Lord of Hoſts 
to declare War * us, another Scene hs 
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ſurprizing and unexpected may be raiſed up by his 
Providence, another Enemy equally contemptible 
may oppreſs us in the midſt of our Security, when 
once commiſſioned by him, and fighting under his 
Banners. But be that as it will; though contrary 
to the plain Reaſon of Things, the Teſtimony of 
Holy Scripture, and the Credit of univerſal Hiſtory, 
the general Depravation of our Country ſhould 
draw down no publick temporal Judgments; yet 
it 15, alas! to little Parpoſe, that we are the freeſt, 
and with reſpect to our outward Advantages, the | 
happieſt Nation under Heaven, if with reſpe& to | 
the Individuals of which we are compoſed, our 
preſent Privileges only aggravate our future Con- 
demnation. But better Things may be reaſonably | 
expected, and let us hope better Things, You | 
have heard of the invaluable Bleſſings we are in 
a manner reinſtated in the Poſſeſſion of, the for- | 
midable Enemies from which we have been deliver- 
ed, and by fuch a Variety of Cauſes too, as nothing | 
but the ſpecial Direction and Hand of Heaven could | 
have brought together, and made to conſpire to 
this grand Event : You. have heard of the favour- 
able Aſpect which this Deliverance, wrought out 
for us at fo critical a Conjuncture, has both upon 
our domeſtick and foreign Affairs; the Harmony, 
Union and Vigour with which it may be naturally 
expected it vill, with which it indeed already has, 
inſpired ail Degrees and Parties; the juſt Precau- 
tions to which it may naturally lead our Governors, 
and the greater Security' of our Country, to- which 
it may very probably conduce; could we add this 
happy Conſequence to all the reſt, that the gra- 
eious Appearance of God in our Favour, has led 
us to a more affectionate Senſe of his Goodneſs to- 
wards us, taught our Countrymen more generally 
to prize and improve the important Privileges 
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with which we are diſtinguiſhed, and that it has 
Jed us to a more general Reformation and Piety, the 
only ſubſtantial Expreſſion of religious Gratitude z 
could we but add this happy Conſequence to all the 
reſt, conſidering that the Cauſe in which we are em- 
barked, is, we doubt not, honourable and juſt 
what new Victories, what new Subjects of religious 
Triumph in the Goodneſs of God, might we not 
expect ! 

In his Royal Highneſs, who has been, under God, 
the Author of the great Deliverance we now com- 
memorate, we have a General who has Courage 
and Prudence both to execute and direct, Qualities 
which render him juſtly the Love of all his Royal 
Father's good Subjects, and the Terror of his Foes 3 
a General whoſe Conduct needed not Succeſs to re- 
commend it, but appeared illuſtrious, even in De- 
feat; a General capable of bearing all the Fatigues of 
the Camp, tho' bred in all the Softneſs of the 
Court; and who evidently ſhowed, from the Dan- 
gers to which he expoſed his Perſon, that he was 
fatisfied the Safety and Welfare of his Country could 
not be too dearly purchaſed, tho? at the Expence of 
his Life. 

Under this, or ſome other equally illuſtrious He- 
ro raiſed up for our Defence, what. glorious and re- 
peated Succeſſes might we not juſtly promite our- 
ſelves, did we not by our Wickedneſs and Ingrati- 
tude provoke the Almighty to depart from us. 
Did we but finiſh the firſt Conqueſt over the Ene- 
mies of our oz0u Houſbold, the Enemies that lurk 
within our Hearts and Boſoms, no other Enemy, 
we might reaſonably hope, could ſtand againſt us. 


A Spirit of national Reformation and Piety more 


univerſally diffuſed, would be the moſt: hopeful 
Pledge, and the ſureſt Foundation of national Proſ- 
perity. Having God for our Ally and Friend, we 
need 


( 29 ) 
need not fear what Man could do unto us; we might 
even challenge an united World, ſaying, in the 
Language of the Prophet, Iſaiah viii. 9. Aſſociate 
your ſelves, O ye People, and ye ſhall be broken in Pieces; 
and give ear, all ye of far Countries : Gird yourſelves, 
and ye ſhall be broken in Pieces; gird yourſelves and ye 
ſhall be broken in Pieces. Take Counſel together, and it 
ſhall come to nought ; ſpeak the Word and it ſhall not 
ftand : For God is with us, If this were our Tem- 
per, tho Nation ſhould riſe up againſt Nation, and 
Kingdom againſs Kingdom, ue need not be afraid of evil 
Tidings, Nay, in the general Wreck of Nature, 
and the Shock of conflicting Worlds, we ſhould 
have a ſolid Foundation for Serenity and Confidence. 
We might ſtill retain the Poſſeſſion of ourſelves, 
and whatever were our Lot in the preſent World, 
we ſhould be always advancing in a Meetneſs to join 
a more noble and perfected Society, always advan- 
cing in a Meetneſs for a better Country, that is an 
heavenly, where Peace and Harmony for ever reign 
and triumph, and Charity never faileth, 
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